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Abstract 
 
Researchers have long been interested in the reasons why Taekwondo was globalized success-
fully. The efforts of masters in the foreign lands, the role of organizations, the support of the 
Korean government, and Taekwondo’s sportization have all been suggested as reasons. These 
explanations are convincing but not enough to define the reasons because of their lack of discus-
sion about the characteristics of Taekwondo itself. This study focused on identifying the cultural 
phenomenal characteristics of Taekwondo which have aided in the sport’s globalization. The pur-
pose of this study was to identify the reasons for the successful globalization of Taekwondo from 
an invasion-biological perspective. Invasion biology was chosen as the theoretical resource. Suc-
cessful invasive organisms have two characteristics: absence of natural enemies and a genetic 
factor with various information. These biological traits can be interpreted as cultural features of 
uniqueness and requisite diversity. Taekwondo is a unique cultural phenomenon with exception-
ally dynamic skills and a rich cultural diversity that can cope with environmental changes. Firstly, 
Taekwondo skills are fast and dynamic. The dynamics expressed in Taekwondo sparring are pro-
moted through demonstration and competitions, including poomsae competitions. In addition, 
Taekwondo has the requisite diversity to meet demands from various environments. One of the 
main reasons why Taekwondo has the requisite diversity is its weak tradition. The cultural phe-
nomenon which has a strong tradition is closed to its environment, but the cultural phenomenon 
which has a weak tradition is opened. The expression “open to the environment” means to absorb 
the heterogeneous elements into oneself. Through such inclusive process, Taekwondo has the 
requisite diversity. The uniqueness of skills and the requisite diversity are an agent of 
Taekwondo's successful globalization. 
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